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IGNOU’s ‘Bachelor’s

Preparatory Programme (BPP)

in ] ,ucknaw on Monday. She
took ad d

aé;recter

Rtgwaal
Manorama Singh said IGNOU

‘had been ing free educa-
tion to jail inmates and simila

i ‘would be provid- -
e tran: ers from this.
mswn. She said they would

taxganise awareness pro-

esimvanousdxstﬂcts

i National
n University (IGNOU) is
rmg_ free education to the:_f_

admission to ‘

abeut the beneﬁts of hzgher
education.

~ Assistant onal director
 Kirti Vikram Singh said
- IGNOU had become the first

university in India to offer free
education to transgenders.

- ‘Those interested in availing
this opportumty could take

c&mﬁ

: catesxssuad ﬂleCenire, state

_governmant, medlcal of?ﬁcer

or other competent authorities.
“Those with no formal educa-
tion may take admlssidn in BPP.
After compl r0~

gramme, they will
graduation programmes of

IGNOU; Singh added. The
last for taking admission to
IGNOU for this session is

July 31.
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IGNOU gets its first

HT Correspondent
» letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The Indira Gandhi
National Open University
(IGNOU) gotits first student of

transgender community on

Monday.

‘SudhaKinnar got enrolled at
an theIGNOU centre in the state
capital for the course of Bache-

It lor’s Preparatory Programme

(BPP).
Sudhagotherselfenrolledfor
the programme during an

| awareness camp organised at
| MaharajaBijlipasi Rajkiya Col-
" lege.

“It's a good attempt on
IGNOU’s part as they are
helping the people of transgen-

_ der community to get linked
* with the mainstream of educa-

tion. IGNOU’s attempt will

| bring a big difference in our
| lives,” said Sudha Kinnar, as
| she completed the paper work

transgender student

and other formalities.
Manorama Singh, regional
director, IGNOU said, “So far
the Indira Gandhi National
Open University was imparting
free education to jail inmates
and now the same facility would

bemadeavailable for thetrans- .

gender community from July
2017 onwards.”

Singh said interested persons
can get themselves enrolled
after producing related docu-
ments, issued tothem by a com-
petent authority/central or
state government.

“They can get themselves
enrolled for any course. And the
ones who didn’t qualify Class 10

.or 12, can opt for BPP to get

themselves linked with the
higher education stream,” she
added.

They canalso get themselves
enrolled by logging on to:
www.ignou.ac.in, the last date.
for whichis July31.
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- IGNOU gets its first -
- transgender student

Ishuain@timeégroup.com

Lucknow: Her 16-year stint with
singing and dancing at homes where
babiesare born or weddings solemni-
sed came to an endon Monday. Sudha
Tiwari, 31, became thefirst transgen-
der in the country to enroll for higher
studies at the Indira GandhiNational
Open University (IGNOU), Sudha
will now pursue a six-month Bache-
lorof Preparatory Programme (BPP)
that will maker her eligible for BA
(Bachelor of Arts).

“It’s encouraging for me and my
community and gives usasenseof re-
cognition, for who doesn’t want a re-

- spectable life and a well-paid jab,”

Sudha told TOI, adding, “But it also

[55 e A
Sudha getting admission letter

makes me afraid that T may face dis-
crimination, verbal abuse and neg-
lect by fellow classmates.” Sudha
completed school eduation 16 years
ago from Saraswati Shishu Mandir,
Maharajganj in Bihar and moved to
Lucknow soon after. P9

EATIMBIA SR
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